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FOREWORD

HE stories in this book are intended to record
the lighter side of life in the tropics. They
have one virtue, that of accuracy in substance.

The photographs are reproductions from a collec-
tion which was started in my first month in Borneo,
and is still growing. My own efforts contributed to
the collection, but the bulk of it is the result of im-
portunity and the kindliness of fellow-photographers.
In cases where I am certain of the origin of a
photograph, I have made acknowledgment; in
others, a faulty memory, and not discourtesy, must
be my excuse for the omission. In all cases I
tender my deepest gratitude. C. B.

»

B
4[]



CONTENTS

CHAFTER

1.

10,
11.
12,

JOURNEY TO SINGAPORE—ARRIVAL AT SAN-
DAKAN—CiIviL PoLicE DuTiEs—THE MALAY
LANGUAGE { ! : : g A

THE CoroNATION—GaoL DELIVERY—PRISON-
ERS AND THEIR Wavs —TeE FourTtH
ofF JuLy . ; : ! . " .

TEnom ExPEDITION — EXPEDITION AGAINST
GUNTING AND LANGKAP . -

TaE District OFFICER—HI1s VISITORS .

TEMPASUR—BLOOD-BROTHERHOOD—THE BuFr-
FALO—THE NaTIvE Pony . : ; ;

TaE TeEmpasuk Districtr—Jubpicia. WoRK—
BurrarLo THEFT i : > : :

VisiT T0 THE MANTANANI ISLANDS—BURGLARY,
CHOLERA AND SMALLPOX . ; . 4

ReBELs—Dusun CuisiNe—Dusun OatH :
JuNGLE TRAVELLING . 5 . .

THE JUNGLE-Boy—BRIDLE-PATHS ®*, 2
Marubu BAay—SurvEy TRiP TO SANDAKAN .

RESIDENT OF THE INTERIOR—NEW YEAR—
Visitors—PILeriuMs . : ; : A

FAGE

25

37
46

60

74

85
98
117
129
140

160

»

I
4L



Contents

CHAPTER

13, RartiNne — BoaT WoRK — TuBa FisHING —

14,
15.
16.
17.

MuRrDER AND SUDDEN DEATH—CoURT WoORK
—MEDICAL AND SuURGICAL WORK

Opp JoBs—OpD GOVERNORS
SOCIETY AND SPORT
RELIGION

CLIMATE—RAINFALL—VARYING CALENDARS

PAGE

185
210
227
241
250




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Tae HEAD-HUNTERS . : . . : Frontispiece

FACING FAGE

SANDARAN IN 1902

A REesT-HOUSE ON A JUNGLE BRIDLE-PATH .
Lowraxp Dusun WoMEN

TaE BUFFALO AT WAR

Tar BurraLo IN PEACE

TuE “ FLyiné SQUAD ”—POLICE ON BUFFALOES .
TRANSPORT—NATIVES ON BUFFALOES .

IN War KiT : . ' : . 3 :
A HarLr MipwaAY—CARRIERS IN THE JUNGLE
HarvesT TIME

A RIvERSIDE VILLAGE IN THE Low COUNTRY

A PriMiTiVE UP-COUNTRY VILLAGE

TypicaL. Murur WOMEN

TaE SUBURBS OF AN QUT-STATION—RUNDUM STATION .

A FisHiNG VILLAGE

PENOTAL GORGE .

A TypicarL LowrLanp Dusun
SANDARKAN—THE CoNVENT AND HosPITAL
RAPTING AcrOSS A FLoODED RIVER

A RATTAN SUSPENSION BRIDGE

8
38
50
64
64
80

80

98
122
138
154
166
166

180
196

214

228
256
256




TWENTY YEARS IN BORNEO

CHAPTER 1
JOURNEY TO SINGAPORE—ARRIVAL AT SANDAKAN

OWARDS the end of 1901 I heard ecasually

that there was a vacancy for an officer in the
Armed Constabulary of North Borneo. My career
up to this time had included a year serving articles
in a solicitor’s office, some months variously em-
ployed in Canada as a ‘‘ chore-boy ’’> on a farm, as
a cook in a lumber camp and as a paper-seller on a
train, and, finally, some six months as articled clerk
to an accountant. I had, it is true, been a member
of the Rugby School Cadet Corps and had held a
commission for a year in a volunteer battalion of
the Royal Fusiliers, but the sum total does not sound
like very adequate preparation for the profession of
arms. However, nothing venture nothing have, and
in October, 1901,I presented myself before the Court
of Directors of the British North Borneo Company
and was shipped off within a fortnight, nominally
as a ‘‘ general utility ’ cadet in the Company’s ser-
vice, but actually destined for duty with the Con-
stabulary of the State of North Borneo.
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